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ski heard all the rumours as to whether Germany would sign
or not. The German Cabinet resigned ; Scheidemann had
refused to sign ; Erzberger and Noske now decided to sign ;
Brockdorff-Rantzau, who a few weeks before had presented
Germany's reply to the text of the Treaty, refused to sign ;
eventually Hermann Muller and Dr. Bell were appointed
to sign for their country.

Paderewski heard all the rumours about the " bad peace."
Among the younger generation there was strong opposition.
In fact,, no one was spared from attacks- Woodrow Wilson
sacrificed most of his principles in order to save the League
of Nations. Neither Rumanians nor Yugoslavs, Czechs,
Greeks, Turks, nor even Italians were satisfied. Poland,
too, felt that she had achieved less than she believed her-
self entitled to. But it was the first official international
and general acknowledgment of an independent Polish
State. And it was to be signed by Ignace Jan Paderewski.

xrv
Paderewski's car drove through the streets approaching
Versailles. Besides Paderewski there were in the car Mme
Helena, Paderewski's two principal secretaries and his
military A.D.Q The streets were not crowded, but at
every corner there were posted poilus with little red flags,
and they examined every car that went towards Versailles.
It was very hot. At Versailles the crowd was dense. Many
people recognized Paderewski and shouted : " Vive la
Pologne ! " The car drove towards the palace down a wide
avenue, flanked on either side by mounted soldiers wearing
steel helmets and the familiar blue uniform. In the Court
of Honour some of France's generals were already assembled:
one-armed Gouraud, Petain, Mangin, and a number of
exotic-looking delegates in shiny top hats, and young
secretaries, looking hot and bored and without their usual
dispatch-cases : for the first time during the Conference
their services would not be required. Many of them recog-